CHAPTER   VIII
Q,C. AND M.P.
IN 1889 Peter the Packer achieved his life's ambition, and
became Lord Chief Justice of Ireland : he advised Carson
to apply for a <c silk gown," and to become one of the
" Queen's Counsel in Ireland learned in the law." After
three such strenuous years as a junior, Carson was not un-
willing to take the risk always involved in " taking silk/'
whether in Dublin or London. Henceforward he would not
be concerned in any of the often lucrative preliminaries of a
lawsuit, such as pleading and so on ; his duty was now to
** lead " in Court. He could all the more easily leave his
Crown appointment, because under Balfour*s stern rule
things had definitely begun to improve in Ireland. Crime
was conspicuously on the decline. The Times review of the
year in Ireland was able to state that " the pledge of suc-
cess given at the beginning of the year has been fully re-
deemed. . . . The dark forebodings which for a long time
were heard on every side have given place to expressions of
hope and confidence." There had been a bumper harvest,
and money was being spent far more freely in the pursuit
of business, charity, and pleasure* Ireland was no longer the
Niobe of Nations. There is no greater pleasure than in
being shown the good consequences of hard work ; and to
Carson at any rate, as to others concerned in the Irish
Executive, it looked at the end of 1889 as if their courage
and diligence had been of much practical value to the
island. Both Balfour and Carson were alive and unhurt,
and it seemed as if the black chapter which had be-
gun with the murder of Lord Frederick Cavendish was
closed*
Carson was only thirty-five years old and a Q;C.? the
youngest in Ireland; henceforward he was chiefly to be